REMINDERS  TO  RESEARCHERS 


1 .  Wherever  you  work  in  Yellowstone,  you  must  contact  the  local  Ranger  in 
charge  of  the  area.  He  or  she  is  responsible  for  activities  in  that  area  and  will  want  to 
know  about  your  project  and  its  effect  (if  any)  upon  National  Park  Service 
operations.  He  or  she  is  a  key  person  in  the  National  Park  Service/Researcher 
relationship.  A  list  of  Rangers  is  enclosed  along  with  a  map  of  each  one's  territory. 

2.  Report  all  bear  sightings  to  a  Ranger  as  soon  as  practical.  You  are  working  in 
bear  country.  Grizzly  and  black  bears  are  dangerous  animals.  Your  laboratory'  is 

their  home.  Bear  Management  Area  closu  reS  have  been 

designated  to  reduce  or  eliminate  human-related  impacts  in  high-density  grizzly  bear 
habitat.  It  is  extremely  unusual  to  receive  permission  to  enter  a  closed  Bear 
Management  Area.  A  page  detailing  seasonal  Bear  Management  Area  closures  is 
enclosed.  You  may  encounter  an  incident-related  closure  anywhere  at  any  time. 
When  you  check  in  with  the  local  Ranger,  you  will  receive  up  to  date  information 
about  any  bear  closures  in  your  study  area.  Your  research  permit  does  not  authorize 
you  to  enter  closed  or  restricted  areas  in  Yellowstone.  If  your  project  would  benefit 
from  entering  a  restricted  area  you  may  apply  for  permission  well  in  advance  to  the 
Research  Permit  Office. 

3.  If  you  have  obtained  special  permission  to  collect  in  public  USe  areas, 
collecting  must  be  at  dawn  or  at  dusk  to  minimize  the  number  of  people  who  will  see 
you.  You  may  be  required  to  arrange  for  a  uniformed  escort.  Not  everyone  realizes 
that  special  permission  is  needed  to  collect  in  the  park.  Sometimes  a  visitor  will  see 
a  researcher  taking  samples  and  think  that  anyone  may  take  souvenirs  or  that  illegal 
activity  is  in  progress.  To  prevent  misunderstandings,  you  MUST  be  sure  to  contact 
the  local  Ranger  prior  to  EVERY  collecting  period. 

4.  Contrary  to  information  on  some  maps,  there  are  few  service  roads  of 
any  length  still  in  existence.  The  few  remaining  service  roads  are  off  limits  without 
special  permission  obtained  in  advance. 

5.  No  one  is  permitted  to  drive  off  designated  roads.  Bicycles  are  prohibited 
on  most  trails. 

6.  You  will  need  a  backcountry  permit  for  any  Overnight  backcOlintry 
work.  Backcountry  permits  are  available  at  most  Visitor  Centers.  Backcountry 
campsites  can  be  reserved  in  advance  for  $15  or  you  can  reserve  a  permit  no  more 
than  48  hours  in  advance  for  free.  However  the  actual  permit  needs  to  be  picked  up 
at  a  Backcountry  Office  before  your  hike.  (Backpacking  regulations  and  advance 
reservation  forms  are  available  on  request.) 


7         Saddle  Stock  and  pack  OUtfitS  may  be  rented  from  several 
commercial  outfitters.  Commercial  stock  outfitters  must  have  a  permit  to  operate  in 
the  Park.  Park  Service  stock  is  ordinarily  not  available,  but  occasionally  your 
equipment  may  be  packed  in  to  a  remote  site  by  the  Park  Service  rather  than  by  a 
commercial  outfitter.  There  is  a  fee  for  this  service.  All  stock  day  trips  need  to  be 
reported  to  the  Central  Backcountry  Office.  (Stock  use  regulations  and  a  list  of 
outfitters  are  available  on  request.) 

8.  Flying  below  500  feet  (airplane)  or  landing  (helicopter)  in  the  park 
requires  special  permission.  Arrange  for  permission  well  in  advance  with  the 
Research  Permit  Office. 

9.  If  you  plan  to  use  the  Campgrounds,  remember  that  the  regular  time 
limits  and  fees  apply  to  researchers.  In  general,  you  may  stay  in  Yellowstone 
campgrounds  no  more  than  a  total  of  14  days  between  June  15th  and  September  15th 
and  for  30  days  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

10.  Park  housing  is  extremely  limited.  Researchers  addressing  high 
priority  management  goals  are  given  priority.  Your  request  for  trailer  or  dorm  space 
should  be  made  six  months  in  advance.  It  is  advisable  for  you  to  have  an  alternate 
plan. 

1 1 .  You  are  expected  to  follow  all  park  regulations,  so  talk  over  your 
work  plans  with  the  local  Ranger.  He  or  she  will  gladly  help  you  plan  your  research 
within  the  framework  of  laws  and  policy  that  governs  the  administration  of 
Yellowstone. 

12.  All  research  materials  and  equipment  must  be  removed  from  the 
field  each  year,  unless  specifically  authorized  to  remain  on-site. 

1 3.  In  winter,  remember  that  Snowmobile  regulations  prohibit  off-road 
travel.  Check  with  a  Ranger  for  current  information  about  avalanche  danger.  Your 
local  Ski  Patrol  or  Snowmobile  Club  may  sponsor  avalanche  safety  courses  open  to 
the  public. 

14      2000  Road  Constructs  D:  A  full  schedule  of  delays,  openings 
and  closures  is  available  on  request.  Many  roads  throughout  Yellowstone  are  under 
repair  and  you  can  expect  30-minute  delays  for  construction  on  the  East  Entrance, 
Lake  to  West  Thumb,  and  the  Northeast  Entrance  Road.  The  road  from  Madison  to 
Norris  many  have  a  scheduled  closure  so  check  with  local  listings  for  the  schedule. 


